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1. Removal of Air Pollution 
by Vegetation

Type of Cover   Acres   Percent

Philadelphia Parkland
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2. Reducing the Cost of 
Managing Urban Stormwater

Type of Cover   Acres   Percent

Philadelphia Parkland Perviousness

Type of Cover   Acres   Percent

City of Philadelphia Perviousness
(without parkland and without surface water)
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Cost of Treating Stormwater in Philadelphia
(per cubic foot)
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3. Hedonic (Property) Value

Parks have great environmental value in stormwater retention and reducing air polution, 
as illustrated here with Pennypack Park.
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If Philadelphia Properties Were Assessed at Market Value...
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4. Direct Use Value

Parks can significantly increase nearby property values, as evidenced in the real estate that surrounds 
Rittenhouse Square.
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5. Helping to Promote 
Human Health

Parks provide services that city residents would otherwise have to purchase on the open market, such 
as pools and spraygrounds like the one shown here.
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6.  Income from Out-of-Town 
Park Visitor Spending (Tourists)
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7. Stimulating 
Community Cohesion

Parks bring people together, and are central contributors to the social capital of Philadelphia’s 
neighborhoods.



Conclusion
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